
BUILDING
Classroom: Lily Bud (preschool)
Length of Investigation: 2 months



BEGINNING THE PROJECT:

In the Lily Bud classroom, children had been discussing 
family for about a month, when they started to talk about 
their houses. Children talked about how many people live 
in their house, the color of their house, the rooms in their 
house, and soon started to draw and use blocks to build 
their houses. 



One morning, a teacher brought in some worms for the children to see and 
put them on the table. The children immediately started to build a barrier 
around the edge of the table with wooden blocks so that the worms wouldn’t 
fall off the table. Soon, they were building the worms a room, a house, a 
bridge, and more! The teachers realized that houses and building in general 
seemed to be a main focus and decided to explore the topic more.



DEVELOPING THE PROJECT:
The children were given an opportunity to draw their own blueprints for a 
structure they would later try to build with blocks.





Some children preferred to build their structures first, and then draw a picture when they 
were done. Others, used the blocks as stencils to trace onto their drawings. Another 
common idea was to bring stuffed animals into the classroom and to build homes for them.



Eventually, the children
started building taller

structures, often 
counting how many 

blocks high they could 
make them. Children

would sometimes work 
individually, but also in
pairs to see how many 

blocks high they could go. 
The children were very
excited to see that they

could make structures as 
tall as themselves and 

one child even managed 
to make it taller than 

herself!



After doing a lot of work with large wooden blocks, the teachers started 
bringing out different kinds of blocks such as small cubes, Lincoln logs, 
legos, etc. to see if the children used those blocks differently.





In addition to building with 
typical blocks, the teachers 
also provided loose parts 
such as pool noodles, small 
plastic cups, sugar cubes, 
sponges and even grapes to 
see if the children wanted to 
build with those items.



While mostly building temporary structures with the
blocks which would then be knocked down and 
turned into something else, teachers also gave the 
children the opportunity to build a more permanent 
sculpture on a small scale, using patterned popsicle 
sticks and wooden cubes with glue. 





Leading up to the conclusion of the building exploration, the children
visited the Groton School campus to see the chapel. One child said it
looked like a “very magical castle” and another child thought it looked 
like a train station inside. Upon coming back to the school, one child 
built a structure and  said, “It’s that castle we went to!”



CONCLUDING THE PROJECT:
Throughout the building investigation, the 
children worked on many early math and science 
skills including learning properties of balance, 
weight, size, counting, adding and subtracting. 
They also worked on many social-emotional skills 
such as how to be patient, how to work with a 
friend, how to communicate an idea to another, 
and how to be okay with structures falling or 
getting knocked over without becoming upset.

To have some parent involvement in the project, 
teachers asked parents to donate recyclables to 
the classroom for the children to build with. 

The interest in building turned into a question on 
what animals build and soon the children started 
to talk about building nests which started a new 
long term investigation.


